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Path Choice of Marine Spatial Planning Cooperation Between China
and Small Island States in the “Belt and Road” Region

MENG Xue, TENG Xin, ZHAO Qiwei, ZHANG Panpan, KANG Wanchao
( National Ocean Technology Center, Tianjin 300112, China )

Abstract: Marine Spatial Planning ( MSP ) has been implemented in many countries worldwide and has become
a key topic in international exchanges and cooperation. Island countries along the Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI)
possess unique geographical locations and abundant marine spatial resources, giving them a special role in global
ocean governance. With the introduction of the “Vision for Maritime Cooperation under the Belt and Road

”

Initiative, ” strengthening MSP cooperation between China and BRI island nations has become a crucial step in
advancing high-quality Belt and Road cooperation. Through a SWOT analysis of international MSP collaboration,
it is proposed that China adopt a “combining focal points with broader outreach” strategy in MSP cooperation
with BRI island countries. This involves identifying key partner countries and creating demonstration cases
by following a pathway of “consolidating relations-prioritizing cooperation—tailoring country-specific policies-
selecting partner countries-reaching intentions—formulating plans.” Additionally, it is essential to establish

technical standards for formulating MSP in international cooperation and design a technical roadmap for plan
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development. Deepening scientific research collaboration will enhance mutual trust, while promoting the blue

economy will help meet the development needs of BRI island nations.

Keywords: Island states, Marine spatial planning, The Belt and Road, SWOT analysis
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Table 2  List of cooperation agreements in the marine field signed between China and Belt and Road island countries and international organizations
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Fig.l China’s marine spatial planning system
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