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Abstract: In recent years, China and ASEAN countries have deepened their maritime cooperation. With the
continuous deepening of maritime economic collaboration, the integration of the blue economy between the two sides
is accelerating from vision to reality, emerging as a new engine for regional development. Utilizing country-level
panel data from 2011 to 2023 and taking the signing of the China-ASEAN Strategic Partnership Vision 2030 as a quasi-
natural experiment, this study applies a difference-in-differences ( DID ) approach to evaluate the policy effect of

China-ASEAN maritime cooperation on aquatic product trade and to explore its underlying mechanisms. The empirical
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results show that China-ASEAN maritime cooperation has significantly promoted bilateral trade in aquatic products.

The cooperation primarily drives trade growth by enhancing digital economy development and promoting high-

quality logistics systems in China and ASEAN countries. The heterogeneity analysis further indicates that China-

ASEAN maritime cooperation not only exerts a stronger effect on China’s exports of aquatic products to ASEAN than

on imports, but also generates a more substantial trade promotion effect for low-and middle-income and non-island

countries. Based on these findings, this paper proposes recommendations including deepening the blue economy

partnership, strengthening synergy “dual chains” between the digital and logistics, implementing differentiated

cooperation strategies, and promoting deeper integration of industrial chains. This study provides empirical evidence

for assessing the trade effects of regional maritime cooperation and offers policy implications for optimizing the practical

pathways of the “Blue Economy Partnership”.

Keywords: China-ASEAN; Maritime cooperation; Aquatic product trade; Difference-in-Differences ( DID )
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Table 1 Descriptive statistics of variables

A B A B bR ROME ROKE

Trade 780 17.780 2310 5.950 21.970
Pergdp 780 9.230 1.410 3.970 11.560
Population 780 16.980 1.760 10.780 21.090
Exchange Rate 780 3.030 2.940 -0.490 10.650
FDI 780 22.500 1.740 17.400 26.960
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Table 2 Benchmark regression results

(1) (2)
InTrade InTrade
0.7217" 0.517""
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(0.165) (0.177)
0.625™"
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3.945™
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-0.062
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(0.042)
-0.004
Inexchangerate
(0.104)
17658 -54.362""
Constant
(0.023) (17.241)
R 1] 780 5 28002 YES YES
[ 5% [0 3 800 YES YES
Observations 780 702
R-squared 0.932 0.937
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Table 3 Robustness test

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
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AR 4 R AL 3 ) B R AR
M4 5y —i
InTrade InTrade  growth_rate 1T InTrade
1.107°"  0.810" 4.858" 0.144™  0.607™
DID
(0256) (0343)  (2477) (0.049) (0.198)
1.448"" 14127 10399 0.006  0.615"
Inpergdp

(0.093)  (0.100) (3.140) (0.018) (0.126)

1.323"" 1.296™ 8.143"" -0.010  3.920""

Inpopulation

(0.069) (0.074) (2266) (0.013) (0.986)
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02827 -0.214""  -2.940" 0.020 -0.060
InFDI

(0.069) (0.074) (1.682) (0.013) (0.042)
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Constant
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Al EER. YES YES YES YES YES
EREEMN  YES YES YES YES YES
Observations 702 540 702 578 702
R-squared 0.569 0.591 0.339 0.052 0.938

W S N REAAERRAER, *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01,
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Table 4 Results of the mechanism test

(1) (2)

ARt
InBroadband InContainerporttraffic
0.460™" 0.119™
DID
(0.065) (0.034)
0.273"" 0.340""
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(0.066) (0.036)
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Inpopulation
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-0.064"" 0.018"
InFDI
(0.020) (0.010)
-48.203"" -23.0217"
Constant
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o ] o YES YES
] % [ 54 YES YES
Observations 702 664
R-squared 0.973 0.993
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Table 5 Heterogeney analysis

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
MY iigngd (ST ONEE PRI A 5 A 5 M ER
0.757"" 0.321 1.195™ 1.5317" 1.4227" 0.172
DID
(0.336) (0.177) (0.225) (0.498) (0.424) (0.246)
-0.389 0.036 1.2277 1.969™" 1.355™ 1.210™
Inpergdp
(0.223) (0.230) (0.086) (0.361) (0.116) (0.117)
-0.054 2.833 1.033™" 2.036"" 1.496™" 0.956""
Inpopulation
(0.093) (1.866) (0.069) (0.172) (0.102) (0.069)
-0.274* -0.386 " 0.053" -0.019 -0.061" 0.174™"
Inexchangerate
(0.112) (0.220) (0.030) (0.071) (0.036) (0.042)
-0.037 0.032 -0.191"" -0.323" -0.218" -0.145"
InFDI
(0.024) (0.053) (0.071) (0.171) (0.086) (0.075)
18.395™" -32.591 -7.032"" -27.999™" -15.579™" -6.275""
Constant
(0.908) (32.348) (0.964) (2.934) (1.547) (1.078)
i ] [ 2 57 YES YES YES YES YES YES
JFE] 5% i1 2 507 YES YES YES YES YES YES
Observations 719 603 515 187 559 143
R-squared 0.880 0.922 0.548 0.654 0.585 0.768

TE: &SRR MR, *p < 0.1,
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#xp < 0.05, **p < 0.01,
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